
first annual

World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly
July 25, 2021

Festival of Creativity
This is a collection of coloring pages, with words of Pope Francis on the  
covenant between generations. Take a look and then let your imagination kick 
in! Color one of these images, create a completely original work of art, or write 
a poem or piece of prose about an aging experience of your own. 

Send your work to serenity@LittleSistersofthePoor.org by July 20, 2021,  
for inclusion in an online exhibit, our FESTIVAL OF CREATIVITY.

This is not a contest, but a celebration. Contributors will receive a small token 
of appreciation.

    Deadline: July 20, 2021
    Send to: serenity@LittleSistersofthePoor.org



That is the meaning of this Day, 
which I wanted to celebrate 

for the first time in this particular year, 
as a long period of isolation ends 

and social life slowly resumes. 

May every grandfather, 
every grandmother, 

every older person, 
especially those among us 

who are most alone, 
receive the visit of an angel!

Even at the darkest moments, as in these months of pandemic, 
the Lord continues to send angels to console our loneliness 

and to remind us:

“I am with you always.”
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Even at the darkest moments, as in these months of pandemic,

the Lord continues to send angels 

to console our loneliness and to remind us:

“I am with you always.”
Pope Francis



Think about it: what is our vocation today, at our age? 
To preserve our roots, to pass on the faith to the young 

and to care for the little ones. Never forget this.
Pope Francis
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Keeping memory alive isa true mission 
for every elderly person: 

keeping memory alive and sharing it with others.
   Pope Francis
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Y
ou are needed in 

order to help build, 
in fraternity and 
social friendship, the 
w

orld of tom
orrow

: 
the w

orld in w
hich 

w
e, together w

ith our 
children and grand-
children, w

ill live 
once the pandem

ic has 
subsided.P

ope F
rancis
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You are needed in order 
to help build, in fraternity 

and social friendship,
 the world of tomorrow: 
the world in which we, 

together with our children 
and grandchildren, 

will live once the pandemic 
has subsided.

Pope Francis
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L
istening to the elderly tell their stories is good for children and young people; it 

m
akes them

 feel connected to the living history of their fam
ilies, 

their neighborhoods and their country... 

A family that remembers has a future.
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It’s good for the elderly to comm
unicate their wisdom to the young; 

and it’s good for the young people to gather this wealth of experience and wisdom, 
and to carry it forward, not so as to safeguard it in a museum, 

but to carry it forward addressing the challenges that life brings.
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T
here is no future w

ithout encounter betw
een the old and the young. 

T
here is no grow

th w
ithout roots and no flow

ering w
ithout new

 buds.  

Pope Francis



To w
alk tow

ard the future, the past is needed; 
deep roots are needed to help live the present and its challenges. 
M

em
ory is needed, courage is needed, a healthy vision of the future is needed.    P

ope F
rancis



W
e nee

d grandparents w
ho dream

! They w
ill

 be able to inspire 
young people to m

ove forw
ard creatively as they envision a future.

Pope  Francis
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It pains me to see young 
people sometimes being 

encouraged to build a future 
without roots, as if the world 

were just starting now.

It is easy to drift off, 
when there is nothing to 
clutch onto, to hold onto.

   Pope Francis    



I ask young people to listen to and bond with their elders. 
I ask them to look up at the stars. 

I ask that they dream of a better world  
and let that dream inspire and energize them.Pope Francis
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In every season of life, he continues to send 
laborers into his vineyard... 

The Lord is always close to us with new possibilities, new ideas, 
new consolations, but always close to us. 
You know that the Lord is eternal; 

he never, ever goes 
into retirement.       
 Pope Francis



W
e m

ust reaw
aken the 

collective sense of gratitude, 
of appreciation, 

of hospitality, w
hich m

akes 
the elder feel like a living part

 of his com
m

unity.
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The Church is a canoe, 
in which the elderly help 
to keep on course by judging the position 
of the stars, while the young keep rowing, 
imagining what waits for them ahead.
      Pope Francis
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T
he L

ord never discards us. 
H

e calls us to follow
 H

im
 in every age of life, 

and old age has a grace and a m
ission too, 

a true vocation from
 the L

ord. O
ld age is a vocation. 

It is not yet tim
e to “pull in the oars.”

P
ope F

rancis
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The future of the world 
depends on this covenant 
between young and old. 
Who, if not the young, 
can take the dreams of the 
elderly and make them 
come true? 
   Pope Francis
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T
here is no retirem

ent age from
 the w

ork 
of proclaim

ing the G
ospel and handing dow

n 
traditions to your grandchildren. 

Y
ou just need to set out and undertake som

ething new
.
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